Harvest 2000

Here we go. We brought in our first dolcetto grapes
yesterday and the flavors are absolutely fantastic!
Merlot is getting close as well. I have been so busy this
last month with marketing, vineyard work and vacation
that I nearly forgot about our September letter. This one is going to be brief and to the
point.

I amr expecting great things from 2001! Most vineyards appear to be less vigorous this
year and in more overall balance with canopy and fruit load. I am seeing signs of earlier
physiological maturity in the grapes too. This should extrapolate into ripe fruit, but with
lower alcohols. We will see .

NEW WINES FOR RELEASE ARE:

1999 “Artist Series” cabernet sauvignon 79% cabemet sauvignon

17% merlot

‘4% cabernet franc

This wine is integrated with spicy new oak, generous black fruits, a silky texture and
deep purple color. The wine is beautifully proportioned with -a long finish of cassis, chocolate
covered cherries, mocha and vanilla. 1999 is a spectacular red wine vintage for Washington! Do
not miss this wine! ) :
$42.50 per bottle through October.

2000 Columbia Valley chardonnay
This is a delightful follow up to-our very nice 1999 chardonnay. The 2000 is showing
perhaps a bit more restraint, but is still beautifully balanced. Beautiful flavors of ripe pear, peach
and nectarine show in this wine, accompanied by the acidity of Granny Sn:uth apples
— $32.50 per bottle

Also available are the:

1998 Walla Walla Valley cabernet, which recewed a 92 from the Wine Spectator and a
93 from the Wine Enthusiast, $48.00/bottle; and the -

1999 Columbia Valley merlot, which received a 9] from the Wine Spectator and an
Excellent from Wine Notes, $37.50/bottle,

as well as the 1999 pinet noir ($40.00/bottle, sorry no case discount), 1999 Nelm’s Road
cabernet ($24.99/ottle) and the Red Table Wine ($15.00/bottle). The 10% case
discount is still on! '

Thanks for your continued patrdnage,

| Rick Small. Winemaker
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